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CIRCUIT COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
DUVAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE

HONORABLE KEVIN A. BLAZS				   501 W. Adams Street, Room 7264
Judge of Circuit Court				           		    	   Jacksonville, Florida 32202
October 13, 2026

DIVISION PR-A PROCEDURES

Non-Evidentiary hearings are held via zoom. If there are confidential exhibits for the court to consider (Settlement Statements) please the let Judicial Assistant know when setting the hearing so the calendar may be marked and then email them to the Judicial Assistant a few days prior to the hearing with date & time of hearing and exhibit in the subject line. 

Evidentiary hearings are held in person in Hearing Room 746, unless otherwise noted.

All proposed orders should be filed through the e-portal except as noted below.
Proposed orders come directly to the Court.  They do not go through the Clerk first.  Your pleading must be filed through the Clerk and appear on the docket prior to submission of your order.

** If Judge Blazs has asked for a proposed Order from both parties after a hearing, please provide via email to the Judicial Assistant and copy opposing counsel/opposing parties.  The subject line of the email should identify the case number/name and proposed order.

[bookmark: _Hlk205556011]The following change was made as of August 8, 2025:

ORDERS OF DISCHARGE (both probate and guardianship) will no longer be submitted by paper directly to the Clerk.  Upon completion of the Clerk’s audit, the Clerk will send a notification to the attorney of record.  Upon receipt of the notification from the Clerk, you may submit your proposed order of discharge through the e-portal.
ELECTRONIC ORDERS Exception (TESTATE cases only):
·   The initial Order Admitting Will along with any accompanying order(s) such as an Order Appointing Personal Representative, Letters of Administration, or if it’s a testate summary administration, the Order admitting will and Order of Summary Administration.  These should be formatted for a wet signature (no codes) and mailed or hand delivered directly to the Clerk (not filed through the portal).  If conformed copies are desired, please submit same along with self-addressed, stamped envelopes.  Please be aware that Judge Blazs requires an Affidavit of Heirs to be filed even in testate matters.  If you do not have one, it may be found at https://www.jud4.org/self-help/probate . Once the Order packet has been submitted to the clerk, please call the clerk and ask that they pull the will and send the packet up to the court. 
URGENT ORDERS:	You may send those via email to the Judicial Assistant.  The email must include the following information:
subject line: URGENT: Case number, case name, and reason for the email (e.g., PENDING SALE; EMERGENCY TEMPORARY GUARDIAN, etc.)

REQUESTS FOR HEARINGS:
·    Telephone works best for hearing requests. (904)255-1282.  The Judicial Assistant will be happy to give you dates to circulate to opposing counsel.  Once a date has been selected, please call the Judicial Assistant back and make sure you speak with her to confirm that the date and time are still available.  The Zoom link will be provided by the Judicial Assistant upon confirmation of a date and time.  

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS / NON-JURY TRIALS:
MATERIALS PROVIDED TO THE COURT.  If the pleadings and/or case law are voluminous, each party shall provide to the Court exhibits or hard copies of any materials to be considered at the hearing at least three business days prior to the commencement of the hearing.  
PLEASE CHECK THE DOCKET for updates before contacting the Judicial Assistant for case status.  Please be advised that orders submitted via the portal do not instantly appear in our queue.  If an order is rejected, there will be an email.  Please be sure to check your spam folder as rejection emails from the system may wind up there. 
EMAIL AND VOICEMAIL MESSAGES will be returned in the order received.  Your patience is appreciated!
** IT IS JUDGE BLAZS EXPECTATION THAT COUNSEL HAVE SPOKEN AND ATTEMPTED TO WORK OUT ANY ISSUES PRIOR TO CALLING TO SET A HEARING.**  
Barbara Elrod Friedmann
Judicial Assistant
BElrod@coj.net
(904) 255-1282
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