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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 202108

RE: CONDUCTING DEPOSITIONS IN CRIMINAL CASES DURING THE COVID-19
EMERGENCY ) o

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor DeSantis of the State of Florida declared a

state of emergency due to the outbreak of the Coronavirus in our State;

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Supreme Court of Florida entered Administrative '

Order No. AOSC20-13 regarding COVID-19 Emergency Proceduires in the Florida State Courts,

which ordered the temptjfary suspénsion of various court proceedings and noted that “mitjgating
the effects of COVID-19 is a high priority in the Florida State Courts System”;

WHEREAS, on March 18, 20207 the Supreme Court of Florida entered Adn_xinistrative

_Order No..AOSC20-16 regarding COVID-19 Emergency Proced}xres for the Administering of

Oaths Via Remote Audio-Video Communication E'ciuipment which stated that “;. public health

emergency currently eiists in Fl.orid_a requiring mitigation inclﬁding social diétancing measures

meant to reduce the increase in person-to-person transmission of the virns that’canses COVID-

19” and ordered that “[n]otaries and other persons qualified to administer an oath in the State 6f

Florida may swear a witness remotely by audjo-video communication technology from a location
within the State of Florida, provided they can positively identify the witness”;
WHEREAS, AOSC20-16 further ordered that “[a]ll rules of procedure, court orders, and

6pinions applicable to remote testimony, depositions, and other legal testimony...that can be

lof4




OR BK

19701 PAGE 233

read to limit or prohibit the use of audio-video communications equipment to administer oaths

remotely...are hereby, suspended”;

WHEREAS, in order for the parties to be prepared for resuming jury trials, depositions

of witnesses must continue to be conducted by the Office_ of the State Attorney, the Office of the
Public Defender, the Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsel, and members .of
the privfite bar;. . 4

- WHEREAS, in order to_c;)mply with th;a instructions from Governor DeSantis and the
Supreme Court of Florida, and in order to appropriately respond to the c;ux'rent I\Jublic health
emergency, this Court finds that it is in the .best interest of all parties that are directly involved
with conductihg depositions in criminal cases that in-person contact be limited as much as
possible during the current emergency;

WHEREAS, this Court. previously entere(‘ilAdrrdnistrativé Order No. 2020-18 which
included Attachment A entitled Deposition .Procedures During COVID-19 Public Health Crisis
that was developed by a “working gr_oup‘ of members of the Office of the Stafe Aftorney, the
Office of the Public Defender, the criminal ‘defense bar, and court reporters” for depositions
during the emergency 50 that depositions could continue while limiting in-person contact as
much as possible; |

- WHEREAS, in order to effectuaté the deposition procedures outlined in Attachment A,
this' Court suspended the requirements of Amended Administrative Order No. 95-4 which
designates the location of depositions in crimix.lal cases in Duval County so that depositions may
be taken using video conferéncing; |

WHEREAS, section II.C. of Attachment A states that “[vl]irtual depositions shall be

recorded at the request of the court reporter for the purpose of preparing a transcript. Otherwise,
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virtual depositions shall be recorded only by agreement between the Assistant State Attorney

(ASA) and Defense Counsel. Witnesses shall not record the deposi'tion by any electr_onic. means,

" to include video or audio recordings™;
WHEREAS, in order to accommodate as many depositions as possible to further the

preparation for and completion of jury trials, this Court is clarifying section ILC. to specifically .

permit a court reporter in a criminal deposition to record the deposition using the record function

" on Zoom .when agreed upon by the Assistunf State Attorney and the attorney for the defendant,

or by any other method that is agreed upon by the Assistant State Attorn‘ey snd the attorney for
the defendant . V

WHEREAS any recordmg that i made pursuant to this Adrmmstrauve Order shall be
kept by the court reponer and shall remain in'his or her care and custody, .

WHEREAS, 1f any such recording takes place in the Duval County Courthouse by a

court reporter in a criminal deposmon the act of recordmg will not violate any administrative’

order prcvrously entered by .this Court that prohxbrts recording’ within the Duval County

Courthouse;

WHEREAS neither counsel nor any w1tnesses shall atany time by any electronic means
whatsoever record any deposmon which shaII include any video or audio recordings, and sucha
recording would violate the administrative orders previously entered by this.Court that prohibit

recording within the Duval County Courthouse,

NOW THEREFORE, by-the authorrty vested in. e as the Chief Judge of the Fourth.'
. Judlcral Circuit and pursuantto the Florrda Rules of Judicial Adrmmstratron itis hereby

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that:
1. As of the date of this order,.the requ:rements of Amended Admrmstranve Order No.
95-4 which des_rgnates the location of depositions in criminal cases in Duval County

- continue to be suspended.
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2. The requirements of Administrative Order No. 2020-18 anri the procedures contained

Cin Attachmenit A to that order shall remain in full force and effect subject to the ‘

. changes in this Adrmmstratlve Order: )

- 3. This Administrative Order shall be, recorded by the Clerk of the: Court in the Offrcral .

. Records of Duval County, in the State of Florida, shall take effect mnnedrately, and
shall remain in full force and effect until further order of this Court

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Jacksonvrlle Duval County, Flonda [hlS

2 day of Aprll 2021 : : .

MARK A. MAHON
CHIEF JUDGE

"¢ All Judges in the Fourth Judicial Circuit
’ All Magistrates in the Fourth Judicial Circuit
" The Honorable Ronnie Fussell, Clerk of Courts, Duval County
. The Honorable Charles G. Cofer, Esq, Public Defender
The.Honorable Melissa W. Nelson, Esq., State Attorney
The Honorable Jason R. Gabrrel Esq., General Counsel -
The Honorable Mike W1111ams, Sheriff, Jacksonville Sheriff’s Oﬂrce
Major Claude Colvin, Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, Courthouse Security
. Joseph G. Stelma, Fourth Judicial Circuit Trial Court Adruinistrator
Eve Janocko, Chief Deputy Trial Court Administrator
Mike Smith, Court Technology Officer ’
Steven Woodard, Emergency Preparedness Drrector
Julie X. Taylor, Court Counsel )
Stephen Siegel, Esq., Office of the State Attomey .
Janet Abel, Circuit Director, Office of Criminal Conflict and Crvrl Regional Counsel
Shannon Schott, President, FACDL (local chapter)
‘Official Court Reporters ) ,
Fourth Circuit Court Law Library, Duval County
Judicial Staff Attorneys; Fourth Judicial Circuit
The Jacksonville Bar Association
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